EBONY |

et

]

PLEASE LOOK AT THIS E-BOOK N THE ,FULLSCREEN MoDE": sirg+l
T0 LEAVE THE FULL SCREEN MODE: i+l ok ()

S S e e e o




THERE 1S A PICTURE OF MY GRANDPAEENTS THAT LIES WITHIN THE PAGES OF AN OLD FAMILY ALBUM-
THE PICTURE IN ITSELF IS LUNSPECTAGALAR- (1F YOU DONT COUNT MY GRANDFATHER'S STRANGE BOW-TIE

THAT IS); A MUNDANE PHOTOGRAPH OF ANEWLYWED COUPLE STARING STOICLY INTO A CAMERA. | THINK

A LPT OF MY ASSUMPTIONS ABYAT THEIR MARRIAGE WERE BASED ON THAT PICTUEE - THAT IT MUST HAVE
BEEN LIKE THAT OF ANY DTHER MARRIED INDIAN COUPLE FRoM THE I940% ---

THEY PROBABLY HAD A AFTER WHICH,LIKE MANY WHERE THEY HAp THEEE ROSALIND » MY 6EANDMOTHER
MAERIAGE ARRANSED BY EDHCATED PEOPLE FROM s LOVELY ¢HILDREN OF WoRKED AS A NURSE IN A
THEIR PARENTS--- ERALA, THEY MOVED TO THE VARYING § TONES - - HesPITAL:

MIDDLE EAST FOR WORK..-. & SKIN -

e

MATHEWS, MY GRANDFATHER, AT A VERY YouNE AGE, THEY WERE T0 adow WP THE KIPS GREW uf NTo

WAS A BANEER OF SOMESORT E THREE KIDS WERE UNDER THE GHARDIANSHIP STERAPPING YouN& TEENS
SENT OFF To STypy In INDIA OF AN AUNT FROM SRAND = 2
* FATHER's SIDE-




A FOUETH CHILD WAS
EOEN TO THEM::-

%

AND WAS S00N SENT
DFF 10 INDIA To JOIN His
DTHER SIBLINGS-

PICTURES OF THE kKIDS
WERE SENT To THE PARENTS
$0 THEY CouLp SEE HOW
WELL THE KIDS weREDOING

THE KIDS GREW WP,
MARRIED WOMNDERFUL

PEOPLE AND HAD CHILDREN
L2F THEIE QWN-

MOVED T ENGLAND FoR
WORK WHILE GRANDMOTHER
CONTINYED ORKING TH KLNAT.
THEN HE HAD A HEART ATTACK

AND DIED-

HE HAD A PRETTY FANCY |
FUNERAL WITH Lopgry
FLOWERS ANP A HEARSE.
SRANDMOTHER RETURNED

To INDPIA A FEw YEAR
AFTER. ARS

LETTERS HIS DALSH TER, mY

HE WAS A MAN OF FINE TA

T e =

Wi |

FROM THE TRINKETS, NOTES AND

MOTHER HAD PRECERVED, | CONCLADED
STE

TH VERY INTERESTING HOBEI
R

MATHEW AND RDSE WOY LD

LGME TD INDIA DPUEING THE
CHILPREN'S VAGATIONS
BENGING WITH THEM ALL KINDS

OF GIFTS -

| NEVER REALLY KNEW

MY ERAND FATHER. HE DIED
WHEN | was BARELY TWO-
WE HAD NEVER MET, BUT ¢t
HAD FIECED TOSETHER A
FERSONALITY FRoM THINGS
THAT HE HAD LEFT BEHIND-

-AND POSSIBLY A FEMINISTIIN A LETTER HE WEOTE

To MY MOTHER 4 FTER MARRIAGE, HE SEEMED TO

GIVE HEE SOME VERY SANE ADVICE

lﬁemu— HE SEEMED LIKE A COOL 6uY | wourp HAVE
&0

TTEN ALONG WITH.




THEN, THERE WERE THE LESENDs THAT SUREOUNDED e f Ses Tty e :
THE MAN- THE NUMBER oF PEOPLE HE HELPED £ET PO MY GRANDMOTHER . ON THE OTHER HAND . WAS GUWITE
Jops IN THE G4LF, THE RISKS HE Took BY MpVING To /’;ﬂ"!. DIRERESNT. | T et BEECY STINT JNOURER FOsile
LoypOMy HIS GUTS AND RIS GENERALLY LARSEE - THAN - R

A LIFE PERSBNALITY s

Ly e
o

o~ o --.,_;,,... - = “"’H‘ S o
| SHE HAD MMVED LARSE HOUSE SHE HAP BajLr [H
FEOM THEIR SAVINGS IN THE GHLFAND THE NARRATIVE [nis
T

doesanf know |
\ - howdo

'{

I MEEPLESS o FAY, HE WAS A CELEBRATED AMAN |



i

[V HAVE TO At | AGREED WITH ALL OF IT- ROSALIND MATHEMS HADNO TIME FOR HoseEs i

| NGB DID SHE SEEM o HAVE THE PATIENCE To DEiferorP FINE TASTE.

AND OF colpsg,
WHEN IT CAME
To MONEY-..

-l
® MOST FOFULAR FAIRNES,
CREAM IN INDIA.

[SHE SHOWED Atmeost No PHYSICAL |® AND ATE BEALLY FRUGAL .

AFFECTION TOWAEDS HER &RANDKIDS| THE HEAD oF THE FISH BEiNne
Y 7 HER BigGesT LUXYRY:

) CHILDREN [THAT TOO A SIRL. [
| GASPI) WAZ NeT A FAIR LILY Y




FREY WERE LIKE.-‘:.-
JEBONY AND IVORY.
_MATHEWS a‘\ND_ ROSE

0 ME, THERE WAS DEFINITELY
SOMETHING MORE AFPEALING
| |ABDUT MY GRANDFATHER. |
HAD INHERITED HIS cOMPLEXION

: =
IT wWAs 2BYIOUWS THAT
IF THEEE WERE Two
FEOFLE MORE OPFOSED
I8 PERSONALITY, T WAS|—
| MATHEWS AND ROCE-

T — Y,

S AT IT SEEMED, BT | HOPED | HAD
| 1T WAS LIKE THE SOME OF HIS PERSONALITY AS WELL
aj] COLOUR OF THEIR i — —
SKIN WAS JhsT A = FROM MY ERAND
PHYSICAL MANIFESTATION | 70 [ I?JHEKI"'TED _.ﬁ&':a;g:i'
OF THIS DIFFEEENCE-

f.._- -y '__sﬁ\“." ;:.-: y, '.r‘r_.'x_.‘:.‘-"

-~ WELL, ALMOST

7 g N o
[T IS £opmoN PEACTICE AMONG CHRISTIAN §
{FAMILIES 1N KERALA. FOR THE SECOND ._
| BORN, To TAKE ON THE NAME OF THESRAMD-
| MOTHER FROM THE MoTHERS STDE - A SMALL
il EXCEPTION WAS MADE IN MY CASE.

-t

WA How COME MY MIDDLE
U VAME 15 RoSEMARY  f8
SR\ AvD T RosALing? [
'!:‘i@? =1 11 WAS Youk SEAND -
52 MOTHERS 10EA- SHE
SAID THE DIDN'T WAAT I
vou To inpERIT ANVY
OF HER BAD Lytk:-

ANOT THAT T WANTED To HAVE §
{HER NAME , BUT THATS Howv I8
Q607 nAMEDP AFTER A Hf&— ]

A DECENT MAN,
A Goop JiB IN A FORE[GN e
COMNTRAT. MICE KIBS
SHE PIpN'T REALLY
HAVE To Look AFTER-

SEEMED Like!
S Ol LIFE -~

O P -_ -
Sl e A i mt i



SKIMMING THEoULH DLDE e MHS-}——IJ;';E—BEEM o
At hvdived i \ |PEcision To MAkE, | ASsyume
To SILENTLY JudGE HER [ o : _ i N TO MAKE, | ASiyMED

A

N
RIND DF A mom
THEIR. EHILDREN
AWAY AT SHeH A
Y2uNG AGET

a

SEnD YOU ALL Augy
WHEN Yol WEeee
So LITTLE?

FAMILY wAS NIT
VERY WELL T;’ be
oW, S
sﬁ"é"wﬂ; ALWAYS
PETELM NED TO [
LHANGE THAT ANDY
2 SUPPOET THEA 4

I Jouk LRANDAD N 1 7

[ THE OTHER HAND, cAME i T : \ REING N Mg,

| FEOM A RicH FamiLy- A FMEEES e : e A 81T - THEN THEY

§ BUT THEY FELL 1N LovE.. B $ ; o e g T MoVED To KHWA;?.

: ) wWoEE AND Coar
ARRIED THERE

: > f : -;J.:' A-", 3
THIS NWGEET oF 1nFoRmaTION SURPLISED
ME- | DIpN'T REALLY CONSIDER ROSALIND

| MATHEWSTO 8E THE RoMANTIE TYPE ...

P A I i
e N #




§| MEAN, SHE HARDLY EVER DisPLAyep 8
BANY S16NS OF Emotram UNLESS THEY
L WERE SUDDEN OUTBURSTS OF ANGER:

“THE

ARE ETCHED [N MY MEMORY
BECAUSE THEY WERE 5D FEW
AND FAR N BETWEEN. -

L T i irt i

oz,

HER VOILE CHOKED OVER
THE TELEPHOME.. WHEN #

T
€ o TRROUSH A
ELATIONSHfp. ..
‘?,9\3 :Ll RNQN@H’&"E:‘J

f ONE DAY, MY MOTHEER o
RECEIVED THAT <aLL
ANYSNE WITH AN ALING

FARENT DREADS RECE)IVING.

ROSALIND MATHEWS HAD
SUFFERED A MASYIVE STROKE,
BT S0METHING ELTE ALSD
HAPPENED-..-
Y 3
il : .

i
§

1

i

b -
ANP Wa

i a2
VERED WHEN

ONE pF THEmM PIP

ROSALIND mAT
HemiLing A LT

HEWS STAETED |




SEEN HEE THIS
HAPFPY BEFOREL ¢

ST = Ry 23 B i ot R sy
SHE DRIFTED BETWEEN LucypiTy [Fs > c'son -
AND DREAMS AND IT WAS AL [or iH e

JMuck T THE AMusemeNT oF A f;i CRACKING :

HER ChILOREN. 1 ‘ BEEN e B stLy -
: | YESTERDAY- i p1 0UF B -
i § CE T !
! 1 EXPEN? = = =
1 4 - g %
? i o ' e 3, L@ L
ﬁ EH l I ; s = A i ! 7
}: : 5 STRANGE.. ' "y
' NEVER - & FH
7 \ i ) ‘}’? #
o éy

et

[My MOTHER WAS RIGHT. THIS WAS A COMPLETELY NEW ROSALIND.

mavge we ALe neep
A LirTLE BIT To BE TRULY HAPPY.




ONE OF THE FIRST THINGS MY SEANPMpTHER PlD WHEN SHE
WAS WELL ENOUGH To Sir ue, WAS CET HER HAIR tuT. AND
| BEING THE 'ARTISTIC ' ONE , HAD THE HomouR OF E1VING
HER THE HAIEZCAT-

I THINE SHE LODKED A BIT LIKE
erE.d.p O CONNGE AFI‘E:E rr

Mo, How
ABOUT POING

fHerR APPETITE SEEMED
lisatinsee 4T Tives

ﬂNP !T WASNT THAT F;sH
EA SHe CRANED-

e et B e

e il e L il S o

) RomuNo MF.THE.W:-’, rr :gs.qy_. WAS :a.om.y SHEPDING HER 6Lp sg;—f- >

=2 Fae THE _FIEST TiMg , 5HE ALso STARTED .fpfm.vs To HER CHILDREN ABouT HER Mtemf

T e e T —— o T o T N oy 0 L . L PP L e gt e

R



! '. Sy——— =i o
SHE TOLD THEM ABoyT HO

it

AS A TEENAGER PASTING BY HIS HOU SE. KERALA-

RosALIND,

2

How HE BELAN Te oo HER
My LEANDPFATHER SPTTED HER IN THEIR TINY HOME Tows 1N

IT SEEMED MATHEWS WAS
EXTREMELY PERSISTENT

MAKRY MME ;

RospLind ." :

I

ONLY TO FIND THAT  Thiyeo WERE SGETTING A BIT

MATHEWS HAP

FOLLOWED HER THERE EMBARASSING; PEOPLE WERE TALIKING
AS WELL- AND ROSALIND WAS ALMaST 27.

GRAMT g gere
COLLEGE ™

e e T e,

SRANDMOTHER, EXTREMELY SERIBNS ABOWT
HER CAREER FKEFWIEP HIT ADVANCES AND WENT

STVDY NUESING IN BoMBAY -

ROSALIND THEN GOT A SCEAT J0
M KpwhIT ANp WENT OFF, GNcE
AGAIN ON HER Swpn STEAM -

e A ek AN T
SeSHE JUST peEcivep To
MARRY HiM IN kowmT oNE
FINE pay.




MUCH OF THIS WAS NEW To THE FAMILY

1’0 HEARD Some
THINGS, BUT WAS

WAS ouE PAD, MNEVER SURE - |

‘e ToTh
tTﬁttr?f:‘ﬂ.':'lﬁ L 4

FAMILY 60S351P TRAVELS FAST.

AND You wNOW , APPARENTLY HE FOLLOWED HER ALL
'rHE WAY TO ke WAIT AND BEGLED HER TH MAREY HIM.. .

HAM. - WOW! SHE WENT OF To KUWAIT ALL & HER Ol
| HUH[? AND MA, IT ALMOST SOUNDS LIKE GRANDFATHER. STALISEP HER |

(?’Hsﬁ?a WAS CLEARLY Much MORE To THIS coufLE THAN MET THE EYE: EActt TIME [ ca

HoME
FRom COLLESE OB WORK TO VISIT MY PARENTS IN EERALA, NElw AND SURFPLISING BITS a:'m
INFORMAT ipN WO ULD SUP SUT THROLSH CATHAL CONVERSATIONS . DETEN LEAYING g EVEN AMDRE
PUZZLED . PEFHAPS, WHAT FLUMMOXED ME THE Mosr WAS HoW LITTLE MY MOTHER AND HER
SIBLINGS HAD THONGHT ABMAT THESE THINGS pVER THE VEAES.

: oW OFTEN 7 ONCE A YEAR Bt once FATHER |[ WO S0 Youshw |
. pip YO SEE THEY WOULD MOYEDTOENELAND, You wERE |
Joug PARENTS COME PURING FOR WokE, HE _

OUE SCHoOL

WHEN YOUWWERE
o VACATIONS

kips.

IT Was RIGHT AFTEE
vouR YOUNGEST UNCLE
whS BORN- THAT'S WHEN
| SAW Him LAST....

g P

— B _ - _
BUT, HE DIED WHEN You | | YES, BUT DIDAY . Y e
WEEE ARDNND 24, RIGHT ? you WONDER AMM | DOoNT icmoind

WE WERE ALL JULT SROWNG §
NE HAPPILY TOGETHEE AT Oaf )
AUNTE, s fTH ALL DAR OTHER
COUSINE+ I T NEVEE REALLY §
BN OCCURED Tous To 4

AsE - -

ANDYOU DIDN'T SEE HIM
FOE THE REMAINING
/4 YEARS HE WAS

Ative ? wHy 221]

Wy RE DIDN'T
Come 7 [4 YEARS
15 A LONG TIME.
pIpniT You ASK
BRANDMOTHER ?
DIpN T YOI ALL
FEEL BAD ABMT L

ALL OF THIS 77 l

AL YOU ENOW T

YOUR SRANDMA. §
SHE fsn'T ONVE
To TALx

WELL, HE WEROTE
To USs QUITE REGuLARLY.
IT WASN'T LIEE HE
PISAPPEARED "




SOME HOW, | LOULDN'T WRAF MY ;
HEAD ARDUND ALLTHIS. MAYBE IT b
WA<S TUST A VERY DIFFERENT TIME- |
| THINGS WERE QUIETLY TAKEN

| FoR SRANTED HAD [T BEEN NOW. ..

What's on gouy raind

Cr.
| fee ling blae &

1 \ }IHHE, can+t whe
W ferr VALRY Agan

HWAAR T DIUBT ROTALING widumlp
EVEE Do THAT!

| BRANDFATHER

COME TO THiINK OF IT, | COULON'T
BEMEMBER HEE MENTIONING
EVEN ONCE .
NOT ONCE ..

CE A

THI

=,
£

ih‘m WAS THIS PEESON, REALLY 3 i

L, MApE THIS PUZZLE EVEN MDORE INTRISHIN

..... = 5

£

—




g =} geEPe
7 5% -~ ; SHE SAYS (TS
HER HUusBANS
SHE SEES---

Ty
2

ROSALIND WouLD WAKE (P FROM
DEF Ly EH‘ Ta THESE STRANGE VISioN

=

(THE MAN SHE LOVED ¢
PR v o LR R e

<)

=t

5 ¥ _ E'E’I =ty L
[FiriaLLy, gosaLND Spo

A



“S[SHE SPokE OF THE MAN'S SwoW |=
o | DESCENT INTC ALLQHOLISM

il e b g R

zFRIENDS WHO | WTHE GAMBLING-- DESPITE |
MOUNTING FINANCIAL B
TROUBLES:

£ -
L
b E’L ) B
THE MoNEY HE SPENTE
ON HIS SU[Tg--- -

BALiKE THE TIME HE BASHED
E2lur His BEEmeR AFTER HED
HAD A STAT wiTH HER-

fAND THE POSSIBLE AFFAIR
JWITH A WHITE LAY WHICH g
TOOE Him TO LONDON A LOT

BMESTIONING ALL THIS WAS]
B ONLY MET WITH RAGE---

T




ST T T AR S

e e e e
CFTEN HIS MOpPS WOULp SWINE
BETWEEN ERRATIC GESTURES OF
LOVE AND EXTREME VIOLENCE-
Like THE TIME RE BOUEHT ;
HER ALLEXPENSIVE STLK

WHY SHcH AN ﬂ
ExPENSIVE THINSZ|
WE CAN'T THROW |
MongY DOWN THE
PRAINT LIKE THIS %
You know !

ROSALIND MATHEWS
BTHEN DECIDED To
WALK SUT OF
HER. MARRIACE




rl ‘-_--r'/ i1
" AETER THAT [oNLY benT

FOE #15 FUNERAL IN LonDON
VYEARS LATER. | GAVE HiM
FINE FONERAL-

ALL THESE YEARS.. | C HOW coME You ¥ 8 VE ASSumED 1T HAD To Do wiTH
NOT ONCE DIP SHE T NEVER TOLD ctg_f-_ﬂlt BB SomE FINANCIAL DIFFERENCES
MENTION ALL THIS JBS § ﬂﬁf?ﬁ“gffﬂ-‘f;yﬁm LGB BuTTHE VIOLENCE--- WE HAD
NOT ONCE ! B N ) cceavater? 4 @ 0 1bEA - NoT ONCE DID HE
: 5 j W SAY A BAD WORD ABOUT _ g
FATHER - '

e

¥ JDNFT KNQW ﬂFIT - 3
ANTIL MY MARRIAGE: i
'No ONE SPOKE ABOUT e | 'M“"'NE;‘}“!';;’,‘.’;;E
AT WAS Y DAYS IT WAS EV,
Y eerey | SRSl maks birrichLreoR
[ M
INFERRED A FATE.D MARRIASE.

SUDDENLY, | RECOLLECTED THIS MOMENT, ONE SUMMER, : a:tzof:rfrﬁi‘aiméﬁiif 17 ff :A?E
| WHEN SHE DELIVERED THIS m ;e- it gl L
- My VERY CATHOLIC GRANNY-

 ET

BIRTH-CONTRL A & : BUT THE ENoRMITY
PILLS, You - OF THAT STATEMENT[ -}
G ONLY HITME LATER

T

AND MY HEAET
BROKE A LITTLE
FOR THAT YOuNG
LABY INT HE
PICTURE




BUILT THIS BUND To

sILENTLS
/R

=

FRIAE

SHE HAD

&
e

HILDEEN FRoM THE DARK WATERS THAT

EAR
3

HAP ENGULFED HER MA

ALL THESE Y
S FROTECT HER
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| HAD SEEN AS AN ABANDOMENT WAS

La il
nB
rd
o,
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AND WHAT
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| HAP ASSUMED | KNEW

ALL THESE YEAR

5,
I THOWGHT THE STORY THAT

NEEDPED WNRAVELLING WAS MY GRANDFATHER

THIS WoMAN.

| WAS WEONG- THIS WAS THE STORY.

BuT




[POSTERITY 0FTEN HAS A WAY OF CONVENIENTLY SPINNING A FINDER.
WARRATIVE, THAT SFTEN VEERS ON GLORIFICATION, FOR 1TS cHILD-MEN .

AND THEN Y04
HE CRASHED Hig Y
BRAND NEW £Egsp,

MAD Guy 1

WAS EYTRE;M'&\‘
S0UAL: Lovgy,

| WHAT PeopPLe wouLD
SAY IF 6RANDMOTHER |
Hap BEHAVED SimiLaeLy



- N
BriousLy NoT |8
Gl | NHERITED ROSALIND MATHEWS S10Iciom , AT
WhS S08BING UNCONTRDLLABLY. SHE Proppep BB i
THE YOUNCEST GEANDcHILp 3

THEN Jusr
TELL A
JOKE,

pNT KNOW
"t SONGS |

s e ot

WouLd WAVE LIKED THAT
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